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Friendly Bible Study -- Steps of The Process
Step One - Begin with Silence  

Step Two - Someone is asked to read the designated verses of the scripture text aloud.

                    (A second reading may be offered in a different translation)

Step Three – There is a group silence as members reflect on the reading and respond to the 5 key questions.  You may jot down brief notes for later reference as you meditate on the words, seeking to access the same Spirit within that prompted the words of the text to be written.  Approach this meditative task of inward listening to the text in response to the questions as part of continuing revelation much as one might approach the sacred silence of meeting for worship.                         (20 minutes)

Step Four – The designated facilitator ends the time of group silent reflection.  Members share their responses to the questions by going around the circle, one question at a time, allowing each person an opportunity to share their response.  Each person listens openly to the one who shares knowing that the same Spirit who has spoken to you is now speaking to that person and perhaps through that person to you.  Honor the sharing of others much as you do in meeting for worship.  Simply receive what is offered without comment.  Each member is given time to respond, but any member may choose to “pass” rather than respond to a particular question.  This is a slow process where we seek to truly listen to one another as well as honestly express that which is true to our own experience and understanding.                                  ( 30 minutes) 

Step Five – Time may be given as time allows for the sharing of comments or any additional insights any person may feel drawn to share.  

Step Six – Concluding silence.  This usually flows easily from Step Five.

